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Summer vacation is one of the happi-
est, funnest times of the year. There 
is something magical about the whole 
summer camp experience. Have you 
ever wanted to make up your own 
“fantasy” camp for the summer? 
We collected P.S. 11 students’ sum-
mer camp ideas by asking a series of 
questions about their own creative 
camps. You wouldn’t believe some of 
the made-up ideas that students can 
have! Some kids want to go to outer 
space, while others are happy to stay 
in New York City. A few kids like 
sports activities, and others seem 
to like things like Harry Potter and 
camping out with The Invisible Man.

First, we have to name our camp. 
Some of the camp names that students 
chose were surprisingly unique, like, 
“Star Wars Camp,” “Shadow Camp,” 
or even “Red Fox Camp.”

Where is this imaginary place? 
Some kids wanted to spend time in 
the mountains while others wanted 
to go to the beach. One person even 
wanted both. But most wanted a big 
sleep-away camp with no counsel-
ors! At fantasy camp, you are your 
own boss! The most unusual answer 
goes to, “London underground.”

Of course, we have to pack. What 
would you bring to your fantasy 
dream camp? Some students wanted 

1              PAPER

to bring their family, some wanted 
their whole wardrobe, and some oth-
ers just their good attitude. You may 
or may not be surprised that some 
kids would pack a lightsaber, candy, 
their cat, and “all their toys.”

Some kids think fashion is every-
thing, so they had to pick their fan-
ciest outfit for the fantasy summer 
camp to wear. One student wants to 
wear “hunter gear.” Others thought 
shorts would be appropriate.

“Best friend” and “sister” were, by 
far, the favorite people to bring to the 
fantasy camp. Pizza and ice cream 
were the favorite fantasy camp foods, 
as some of you can guess. Some fa-
vorite activities were loopy lanyard, 
horseback riding and ice skating, but 
overall, singing, and dancing hip-hop 
were the most requested activities. 
Some wanted to play sports at camp. 
Soccer, basketball, swimming, hula 
hooping and gaga were equally re-
quested. (Gaga is a sport like dodge 
ball but with a soft, foam ball, played 
in an octagonal pit.)

One camper had a single goal in 
mind. His camp would be a bas-
ketball all stars dream camp, called 
“Hoopster.” He would bring his bas-
ketball and his Steph Curry shoes. 
He would wear his signed Steph Cur-
ry jersey. The main activity would 
be–basketball, obviously–and video 
games (probably basketball ones). 
And who would the counselor be? 
You guessed it, Steph Curry. 

Keep dreaming about your perfect 
“fantasy” camp and I hope that ev-
eryone has a fantastic summer.
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BY JENSEN KREBS

1. How long have you been Mayor?
 I was inaugurated as the 109th 
Mayor of New York City on January 
1, 2014.
 
2. What was the very first thing you 
did when you found out you had 
won the mayoral election?
I hugged my wife, Chirlane McCray, 
and my kids, Chiara and Dante.
 
3. Do you like being Mayor?
I love it. Every day, I get to help New 
Yorkers and make our city a better 
place.  
 
4. Is your job hard? What is the 
hardest thing about it?
It is very challenging to be mayor 
because so many people are 
looking to me for help, but that is 
what I like about the job, too. I get 
to hear directly from New Yorkers 
about what they want from their 
government, and then, we work 
together to find solutions that keep 
our city moving forward.  

5. What is the most important issue 
you are working on now?
I believe strongly that we need to 
fight against inequality in our city. 
All New Yorkers deserve a safe, 
affordable place to call home, the 
ability to raise their families and start 
and maintain businesses in their own 
neighborhoods, and great schools 
for their children. I am working to 
make sure New York can be a city of 
opportunity for everyone.  
 
6. Have you ever had a meeting 
with the President? If yes, what did 
you talk about?
I have met with President Obama 
and we talked about issues like how 
to make our cities safer and how to 
help immigrants in New York City 
and throughout our country.
 
7. Is Mayor the best job you have 
had?
Yes. There is nothing more 
wonderful than being Mayor of New 
York City.
 

Questions 
with...

Mayor Bill de Blasio

PHOTO: MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTOGRAPHY UNIT. PROCURED BY AMANDA BALLAS.

8. What was your job before you 
became Mayor?
I was the New York City Public 
Advocate, and before that, I was 
a member of the New York City 
Council.
 
9. Who is your best friend?
My wife.
  
10. Briefly, how do you become 
Mayor?
First, I filed a petition signed by 
60,000 New York City voters 
with the New York City Board of 
Elections to put my name on the 
ballot. Then, I started a campaign 
to tell voters about the issues that 
were important to me and why I 
thought I would be a good mayor. 
I talked to people all across New 
York City and listened to their ideas 
and concerns. I won the Democratic 
primary where I was selected as the 
Democratic candidate for mayor. 
Then, in the general election, I ran 
against the Republican candidate 
and was elected mayor by receiving 
753,039 votes. 
 
11. What is your best advice to kids 
who might want to become the 
Mayor of New York City?
 I encourage all young New Yorkers 
to work hard in school so that they 
can achieve their dreams. And by 
making your voices heard, you can 
make a difference in our city and in 
wherever the future takes you.   

SPECIAL CALENDAR ITEM:

Tuesday, May 3, is National Teacher  
Appreciation Day.
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Overheard at 
LUNCH:

BY SYDNEY GROSSMAN

Have you ever gotten a kind com-
pliment from a friend? On Friday, 
April 8th, all students at P.S. 11 got 
permanent compliments that they 
got to keep! On Compliment Day, 
plain white shirts were distributed, 
along with fabric markers in every 
color. Compliments encourage kind-
ness and make students feel better 
about themselves. What could be 
better than having a whole day de-
voted to writing compliments on 
each other’s shirts?

In the cafeteria, recess yard, and 
in classrooms, students wrote sin-
cere compliments and signed each 
other’s shirts. Compliment Day is a 
very special day for many reasons. 
“I think it’s really fun because you 
get to make people feel better about 
themselves, and it makes you feel 

better about yourself,” said Sophie 
Grossman, a 5th grader at P.S. 11. 
These shirts also serve as a lasting 
reminder of friends and classmates. 
A lot of students agree. “It’s special 
because it’s [a way of] remember-
ing your friends and fellow students 
from your last year at this school,” 
said Bella Carpenter, a 5th grader 
who is moving on to middle school 
next year.

For 5th, 4th, 3rd, 2nd, 1st, and kin-
dergarten, Compliment Day is a fun 
time to be K & G to everyone. After 
all, that’s what P.S. 11 is all about!

Edwin, 2nd Grade:  “I’m 
having yogurt, chocolate 
egg, salami sandwich, and 
blueberries. I love it!”

Evangelina, 4th Grade:  
“Fries, orange, bagel 
sandwich. I do not really like 
it.”

Julia, 2nd Grade:  “Sandwich 
and a cheese stick.”

Sam Marr, 3rd Grade:  
“Seaweed, a fruit pouch and 
noodles.”

Daniel, 2nd Grade:  
“Vegetables, sandwich and 
a treat!”

Andrew, 3rd Grade:  “Taco, 
apple, salad and chicken.”

PHOTO BY SAMANTHA ZAINO

PHOTO BY LENA BONDS

BY SAMUEL COHEN &  
ELEANOR HOROWITZ

Compliment Day

  Happy  

Compliment  

     Day
! 
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Jungle Animals:

1. Don’t destroy 
jungles.
2. Don’t damage 
panthers’ homes.
3. Don’t wear clothing 
from panthers’ skin or fur.
4. Call a park ranger 
if you see a panther in 
danger.
5. Treat them like gold.

Safari Animals:
1. Don’t kill elephants for ivory 

or money. Elephants are more 
important than money.

2. Killing elephants will destroy 
the food chain.

3. Donate money to elephant 
conservation centers.

4. Educate hunters and make sure 
people who poach go to jail.

5. Treat elephants with respect 
because, without them, the 
world would not be the same.

Domesticated Animals:
1. If you see a stray animal, call 

the ASPCA.
2. Don’t adopt an animal if you 

can’t take proper care of it.
3. Don’t support puppy mills, 

A PEEK AT 

MR. BENDER 
 

BY NATE WILDMAN

April 15, 2016:
What are you doing right now?
MB: I am talking to Ms. Leonhardt 
after she came back from report-
ing [incidents in the school].
 
Why? 
MB:  Every school has to send 
someone to report.
 
Is this a “guidance counselor” 
thing?
MB: No. Just Ms. Leonhardt  
represented P.S. 11.

Animal Rights
BY THE ANIMAL RIGHTS ENRICHMENT CLASS AND RUBY WILDMAN.

Did you know that there are a lot of ways that kids can help animals? But 
people are just too busy to do it. If people kill elephants, they will destroy the 
food chain. Some people kill elephants just for money or ivory, but elephants 
are more important than money. When people see a stray animal, they may 
run away. If you really want to help animals, you can call the ASPCA and they 
will help. In this article written by the Animal Rights enrichment students, 
you can read about things that kids and parents can do to help keep animals 
safe and healthy.

PHOTO BY CARMEN LACOSTA KOLSRUD

5 “Most  
Important Things”

Marine Animals:

1. Don’t throw garbage/pollute 
because it can end up in the 
ocean.

2. Don’t make whales do tricks for 
food in captivity.

3. Help the marine animals in 
captivity feel like they are in the 
wild.

4. Don’t keep penguins in small 
tanks.

5. Treat marine animals with 
respect and love.

which are large-scale, 
commercial breeding facilities 
where profit is given priority 
over the well-being of the 
dogs.

4. Make sure whoever watches 
your animal is trustworthy.

5. Treat your pets like they are a 
family member.

If you see someone being unkind to 
an animal, do something! Find help! 

PHOTO BY SAMANTHA ZAINO
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Monthly Poll:  Holy hard question, Robin! Who will win in the new movie,  
Batman or Superman?      Superman     Batman   

 

POLLSTERS: SAMUEL COHEN, ELEANOR HOROWITZ, JENSEN KREBS, DAN RICOTTA, NATE WILDMAN

Mr. Bender has announced that he 
wants to encourage more students to 
eat candy because of recent studies 
showing it’s actually healthy. During 
lunch, Mr. Bender will be handing 
out bags of candy that students may 
eat and share at lunch, recess, and in 
the morning when they are waiting 
for their teachers.  

April Fools! The day, also known 
as “All Fools’ Day,” has a long histo-

ry. But no one knows its real origin. 
One theory of how April Fools’ Day 
started is that, in 1582, when France 
began using the Gregorian calendar, 
the New Year was moved from the 
end of March to January 1st. But in 
those days, news traveled slowly and 
not everyone got the new calendar 
for a while. Other people just refused 
to recognize the new calendar. The 
people who didn’t get it or accept  it 
were laughed at by others and called 
“fools.” They even had pranks played 
on them, such as having paper fish 
stuck on their backs (kind of like a 
“kick me” sign today).

Over time, many cultures used 
the day to play all kinds of pranks 
on others. Even TV and newspapers 
played pranks on viewers. On April 
1, 1957, British TV news played a 
joke on viewers by showing giant 
spaghetti noodles growing on trees 
by farmers in Switzerland. People 
believed it and were fooled.

Playing pranks on April 1st is a tra-
dition that people still celebrate these 
days. P.S. 11 third grader, Damien, 

said he played a prank on someone 
by telling them, “there’s a cockroach 
near you!” Though it didn’t work, the 
other person thought it was funny.

Myles, who’s in fourth grade, 
played a prank on someone where 
he put toothpaste in the middle of an 
Oreo instead of the cream center and 
the other person ate it. Myles said it 
worked and it was “probably gross!” 
Third grader, Nandini, also played a 
joke on April 1st.  She told a friend, 
“You have something on your face!” 
And her friend was fooled.

Enjoy your candy! (Just kidding.)

Mr. Bender to Give  
Away Candy at Lunch!

BY GABE KENNELL

PHOTOS BY: CARMEN LACOSTA KOLSRUD

Superman

 

Superman

Batman

Superman

Batman
Superman

Superman

Batman

46% 36% 29% 71% 44% 56% 43% 57% 34% 66%

Kindergarten 1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade

42% 58%

4th Grade

Cream-filled Oreo? Or toothpaste-filled prank?
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As P.S. 11 students, we spend most 
of the day with our teachers. We 
know their names–that’s one thing. 
But, do we really know much more 
about them? Most of us don’t. What 
we found out by surveying them 
and asking them questions might 
really surprise you. Read this look at 
the lives of our teachers and learn a 
lot more than you already know!

What time do you wake up? The 
average time teachers wake up is 
5:45am. Teachers get up early to 
prepare for the day ahead.
Drink coffee: 
Yes: 69%
No: 13%
Sometimes: 18%

BY ASHER BLACKMAN AND EDWIN HOROWITZ

Getting To Know 
Our Teachers

Since the teachers are getting up 
early, they definitely need coffee!
Left or right handed: The average 
number of left-handed people in 
the world is around 10%. We are 
above average with 13% of our 
teachers being left-handed. 
Buy or bring lunch:  
Bring = 84% Buy = 16% 
Have you ever broken a bone?  
No = 67% Yes = 33% (including fin-
gers, toes, noses, a wrist, feet, arms)
Can you whistle? 81% of teachers 
at P. S. 11 can whistle.
How many years teaching at P.S. 
11? Longest is 9. Shortest is 3 mos. 
Average is over 4 years.
Glasses/Contacts: 
69% of teachers wear glasses or 

contacts, 31% do not.
Most of the teachers must have 
bad eyesight because of all the 
reading they do.
What time do you go to bed? 
Teachers go to bed on average at 
9:45pm.
I think that’s pretty early for an 
adult, but then again they have to 
get up at 5:45 in the morning!

Now that you know more about 
the lives of our teachers, are you 
surprised? Did this help you think 
more about the teachers’ lives 
outside of school? Maybe instead 
of thinking of them as just your 
teachers, you might think of them 
as people who have very busy, fun, 
full lives. The next time you see a 
teacher in the hall, you might think, 
“Hmmmm, I wonder what time that 
person is going to bed?”

PHOTO BY LENA BONDS
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7              PAPER

F EBRUA RY 2016

Congratulations 
to the winners  
of the Paper's 
St. Patrick's 
contest!
 
They each got to choose a 
piece of P.S. 11 merchandise 
to take home. Thanks for 
being avid readers of our 
Paper, contest winners! 

PHOTOS BY ARI LULLA

P.S. 11 will be getting a Buddy 
Bench! "What is a Buddy 
Bench," you say? It's a special 
bench in the school yard where 
students can sit to let others 
know they are available and 
looking for a playmate. We 
need your help to do 2 things:

1DESIGN IT!  
Teachers will distribute the 
design choices. Votes will 

be collected on May 4 and the 
winning bench will be announced 
on May 5. The bench will be 
painted, and on May 9, will be 
ready to greet students looking for 
a friendly face to hang out with.

2USE IT!  
 Every student should make 
it a habit to “check the 

bench” before and during recess. 
If you see someone sitting there, 
that’s your invitation to go ask 
them to play with you. You can 
ask what they want to do or invite 
them to join you in your game. 
What if you see someone you 
don’t want to play with sitting 
there? Ask another friend to go 
OR make a plan to go with several 
friends and do it together. Every 
student at P.S. 11 deserves a fun 
recess. Let’s be K & G on the 
playground to make that happen!

JOKES 
of the 

MONTH

By Dan Ricotta

Q: What do you call a city run by chickens?
A: New Yolk City
 
Q: What do you call a man 
who was born in Spain,  
raised in Africa, got married  
in Hawaii, and died in  
San Francisco?
A: Dead!
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Z A P M O D X M G D

A R Z O S H B N P A

M R W O P K O D M C

A G Z B L B C P N J

W H A M A Z C C O H

B L Q K T M O J A Q

C Q Z P Z P N Z A Z

D A A O D I W C B X

E C J C M O F J C Y

P D O H Y J C M D C

1. ZAP

4. ZAM

6. POW

8. BAM

2. WHAM

3. BOOM

5. KABONG

7. YOWYA

9. SPLAT

10. ARRGH

 You have 6 eggs in a bas-
ket. You give all of them 
away. How can 1 remain 
in the basket? 

Answer: You give away 
the basket way, too.

I am round like an apple,
Flat as a chip.
I have eyes,

But I can’t see one bit.
What am I? Answer: A button.

 

I have one face.
I have two hands, 
But no legs or a body.
What am I? Answer: A clock.

BLAMMO!
LEVEL 1

BY JOE DOYLE AND  
ASHLEY JACKSON WILLIAMS

PHOTO BY AMANDA BALLAS

1. ARRGH
2. BAM
3. BOOM
4. KABONG
5. POW

6. SPLAT
7. WHAM
8. YOWZA 
9. ZAM 
10. ZAP

BY SYDNEY GROSSMAN

Brain Teasers:
BY RUBY WILDMAN
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S A G C R N I G B C D Z A M N M I A W B

S U L K K A T C M T W I Y R X N W G A N

T S P I D E R M A N L I F L K R T O R A

H K W E A B C G Q R V M C A J E L A M G

E A C A R N A Q U V N C Y B R A N D A A

H G Z H E M H X A A B A M I O M A C C M

U T Y C D B A T M A N A G A R A M B H N

L Y X D E A K N A M C C D E O O D H I B

K A H M V T C K N D B R A N H I N X N G

G I E C I G R O D D A C N A T Y A M E A

G D R M L I V A B Z C B N C U Z S A A U

W O N D E R W O M A N W G G L A P Z C N

C B J C E L L C I M K B V P X R J A V O

N C S D C L G N P C O A E F E E Q Y O R

I W N A D S I G A H J B N I L C W D A T

U U E R V A R W M Y L O O P D A E D X L

G L H F R B I X A Z H C M C D J C C C U

N K L B D U L V N O E D W Q N S B C E D

E Q X A G G R E E N L A N T E R N L C I

P B T T H A N O S P I S I N A Y D C D A

1. AQUAMAN 11. BRAINIAC

2. BATGIRL 12. CARNAGE

3. BATMAN 13. DEADPOOL

4. DAREDEVIL 14. LEX LUTHOR

5. GREEN LANTERN 15. PENGUIN

6. IRONMAN 16. SANDMAN

7. SPIDERMAN 17. THANOS

8. SUPERMAN 18. ULTRON

9. THE HULK 19. VENOM

10. WONDER WOMAN 20. WAR MACHINE

1. AQUAMAN 11. BRAINIAC

2. BATGIRL 12. CARNAGE

3. BATMAN 13. DEADPOOL

4. DAREDEVIL 14. LEX LUTHOR

5. GREEN LANTERN 15. PENGUIN

6. IRONMAN 16. SANDMAN

7. SPIDERMAN 17. THANOS

8. SUPERMAN 18. ULTRON

9. THE HULK 19. VENOM

10. WONDER WOMAN 20. WAR MACHINE

PHOTO BY AMANDA BALLAS

LEVEL 2

BY JOE DOYLE AND ASHLEY JACKSON WILLIAMS

HEROES & FOES
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Featured Artwork
ART EDITOR: VIOLET SHEFFER-STEVENS  ARTWORK: “SONIC, THE HEDGEHOG” BY BRANDON SANTOS.

If you would like to submit artwork to be considered for our next edition, please draw, paint or write it on  
1 sheet of letter-sized paper (one side only), then drop it in the News Box in the Main Office. Make sure to include  

your name and class on the back. You may also submit article ideas, jokes or poll questions.



11              PAPER

Sucked In
BY NORA WILDMAN

——     F I C T I O N    ——

Ben was playing the Dungeons and 
Dragons video game on his com-
puter. It was his favorite game and 
he was completely focused. He had 
beaten the double-headed dog. He 
had killed the wicked wizard. He 
had destroyed evil Poseidon. He had 
been playing all day. Ben’s brother, 
Max, wanted to play, too. He had 
come in that morning and asked if 
he could play one round with Ben, 
but Ben would not give him a turn. 
Max asked again later and Ben still 
said, “no.” The third time Max came 
in, Ben did not even notice. He did 
not notice until Max unplugged the 
computer. Ben yelled, “Max, you 
creep!” Max yelled back, “Well, if 
you won’t play with me, then I’ll 
tell Mom you are playing on your 
computer when you’re supposed to 

be doing your homework! MOM!?” 
Ben answered, “I don’t care what 
you do, you big baby. I don’t need 
anyone or anything but my games!” 
Just then, Max’s mom came into the 
room and threatened to take away 
the computer, but then she got a 
text and got distracted. Meanwhile, 
no one noticed that the unplugged 
computer had bleeped back to life 
on its own. 

After Max wandered off, Ben 
made it to the next level. He got up 
to do a victory dance. He jumped up 
and down like a gorilla and shook 
his arms like he was electrocuted. 
The entire computer buzzed like a 
bee and all of a sudden, Ben was 
gone–sucked into the computer! 
Totally disappeared, out of the 
room, and stuck in the game in the 

computer. “Help!” he cried. 
“Help! Help!”

Just then, the game 
changed. Instead of a 
two-headed dog, there was 
a two-headed Justin Bie-
ber. Instead of the wicked 
wizard, there was a wicked 
Selena Gomez wizard. In-
stead of evil Poseidon, there 
was a giant Kanye West in a 
fish suit. And the worst vil-
lain of all was a five-headed 
Taylor Swift hydra. Ben had 
a battle axe and was able 
to quickly dominate Justin 
Bieber, Selena Gomez and 
even Kanye. But when he 
chopped off one of Taylor 
Swift’s heads, she grew five 
more, all of them singing, 
“Baby, now we got bad 
blood! You know it used to 
be mad love! And baby look 

what you’ve done! ‘Cause baby, now 
we got ba-ad blood!”

Max came back to check on Ben 
and tell him it was dinner time. He 
saw his brother trapped inside the 
computer! He was battling Taylor 
Swift and losing–by a lot. Max 
screamed, “AAAAAAAH! Ben! 
Ben! Should I get mom? Can you 
hear me?” “Yes, I can hear you,” 
said Ben, coolly. “Would you mind 
playing, so I won’t die?” “What’s in 
it for me?” asked Max. He and Ben 
had been fighting all day, and Max 
was partly happy to see his brother 
trapped. 

  “If I win, I will get out of the 
game and not die, and you won’t get 
in trouble with Mom.” Thinking of 
all the mean things he had done that 

ILLUSTRATED BY VIOLET SHEFFER-STEVENS, 3RD GRADE 

continued on next page  
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day, he added, “I’m sorry I didn’t 
want to play with you earlier.” Max 
stammered, “I’ll…I’ll play.” 

        On the screen, there were 20 
seconds until game level 13 would 
start. Ben and Max had to fight the 
evil Taylor Swift hydra. Max was 
frightened and so was Ben. They 

tried cutting off her heads with the 
battle axe, but it only made things 
worse. Then, they used the axe to cut 
down a chandelier with candles on it. 
The chandelier went kerplat on Tay-
lor’s neck, tangled up her heads, and 
choked her. The candles lit her on 
fire. She exploded into magic glitter 
sparkles and rainbows! Max and Ben 

were victorious! 
“We got a new high score!” Max 

said. “Thanks for coming through 
for me, Max. You are a great brother. 
Sorry again for before,” said Ben, 
and he immediately zapped out of 
the computer. Max said, “It’s okay.” 
Max and Ben were finally friends 
again.

Sucked In continued

P.S. 11 Paper Staff 
The Rockin’ Reporters


